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WALTER SCOTT, JR.

ON Wednesday evening, January 29, 1986, The Moles will accord their highest honor, the “outstanding achievement
in construction” Awards to John E. Kenny, President and Chairman of the Board of Kenny Construction Company,
Wheeling, Illinois and Walter Scott, Jr., President and Chairman of the Board of Peter Kiewit Sons’ Inc., Omaha,
Nebraska. The Award Dinner will be held in the grand ballroom of The New York Hilton Hotel in New York City.

OHN E. KENNY, the Non-Member Award Recipient
was born in Chicago, Illinois on October 23, 1913. He
started in construction as a young boy working as a
laborer for his father, John J. Kenny who founded
Kenny Construction Company in 1927. Upon gradua-
tion from Georgetown University in 1935 he became a
fulltime employee of the firm as a job superintendent.
The Kenny Construction Company, as it is known
today, evolved from a family partnership of the early
1920’s into its present corporate form in January 1927.
(Continued on Page 2)

ALTER SCOTT, JR., the Member Award Recipient

was born May 21, 1931. He is a 1953 graduate of
Colorado State University where he earned a Civil
Engineering Degree.

He worked for Kiewit while still a student and
became permanently affiliated with the firm immedi-
ately after graduation in 1953. Except for two years
service with the United States Air Force, Walter has
served the firm his entire adult life.

In 1962 he became a District Manager and in 1964 a

(Continued on Page 2)



John E. Kenny

(Continued from Page 1)

During 1937 when the Chicago Sub-
way System was being built, Kenny Con-
struction completed eight of the con-
tracts connected with the system and
John Kenny was involved in the work on
all of these contracts. Among the most
notable were: the State Street Subway
Section and Chicago’s first Subway Sta-
tion at North Avenue.

When World War II broke out, John
enlisted in the United States Marines
and served in Iwo Jima earning the
Bronze Star.

Following the war, the company was
re-established and performed under-
ground and tunnelling projects in Chi-
cago, Detroit, Chattanooga, and Cagles
Mill, Indiana. In 1948, Kenny built their
first job for the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers which was a 15 foot diameter,
drill and shoot, rock tunnel. During
these vears, John served as General
Manager for Operations and Engineering.

During the 50’s and 60's, he built
major interstate highways and bridges in
llinois, Indiana, Michigan, Kentucky,
Tennessee, California and Washington,
D.C. One of these projects, The Illinois
Tollroad, was a joint venture led by
Kenny Construction Company. The Pro-
ject consisted of building 25 miles of new
highway. 40 bridges. 10,000,000 cubic
vards of earthwork and pouring over
1.000.000 cubic vards of concrete.

Throughout the history of the com-
pany, John Kenny directed the under-
ground operations with an aggressive
stance on mechanization. In 1963, the
Kenny organization bought its first tun-
nel boring machine. Since that time, the
Kenny Company and joint ventures have
mechanically bored more than 540,000
lineal feet of tunnel.

Kenny Construction in joint venture,
built the first major leg of the massive
Deep Tunnel program in Chicago known
as T.A.R.P. The project was a $64 mil-
lion contract involving 24,000 If of 22
foot diameter rock tunnel and 28,000 If
of 30 foot diameter rock tunnel mined
out of the same shaft. This contract also
included 32 drop shafts of which 23 were
blind bored 250 feet deep. The company
was involved in 13 separate contracts for
Deep Tunnel with an aggregate value of
more than $500 million.

Mr. Kenny has served as President of
The Underground Contractors Associa-
tion, the Groundhogs, and the Illinois
Road Builders Association, He is a
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Walter Scott, Jr.

(Continued from Page 1)

Vice President and Director, responsible
for construction operations in the east-
ern United States,

He was elevated to the position of
Executive Vice President in 1965 and
assumed responsibility for corporate fi-
nancial and accounting controls and
added the Canadian construction opera-
tions to his responsibilities.

During the period from 1964/79,
Walter was responsible for highway,
marine, subway and heavy construction
work totaling 1-1/4 billion dollars. This
includes work on the St. Lawrence Sea-
way, the Welland Canal and the Ten-
nessee-Tombighee Waterway; a graving
dock at Manitowoe, Wisconsin; sub-
aqueous pipe projects in Florida, Il-
linois and Michigan; subway projects in
Washington, D.C., Boston and Balti-
more; the Sixty Third Street railroad
and subway tube crossing the East River
in New York City; and over $470 million
of major dikes, dams, an intake structure
and a hydroelectric powerhouse for the
LaGrande project in northern Quebec.

In 1979 he became President of the
firm and when Peter Kiewit died shortly
thereafter, he was elected to the addi-
tional responsibility of Chairman,

Under his Presidency, Kiewit has con-
tinued to build major heavy engineering
projects including the Ft. McHenry
Tunnel across Baltimore’s harbor; Nipa-
win Dam in northern Saskatchewan: the
Chicago Mainstream Pumping Station;
Terror Lake Dam at Kodiak, Alaska;
Forest Glen Subway Station in Washing-
ton, D.C.; Barber’s Point Harbor in
Hawaii and others.

Walter is a Director and Senior Vice
President of the Beavers; Chairman of
the Omaha Zoological Society; Vice Chair-
man, Hastings College; President. Boy
Scouts of America, Mid-America Coun-
cil; Governor, Knights of Ak-Sar-Ben
and Boys" Clubs of Omaha; and has
many other civic responsibilities to his
credit,

He is the father of four and has three
grandchildren.

member of the Knights of Malta and a
former President of the Chicago District
Goll Association. He has five sons and
two daughters. six of which are involved
in the construction business today, In
1975, John E. Kenny and his sons were
named golf family of the year by the
Metropolitan Golf Writers of New York,

Guest Speaker
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HERMANN BECKER, Member of
Board of Management and Speaker,
Philipp Holzmann, Frankfort, Federal
Republic of Germany, will be the prine-
ipal speaker at The Moles” Annual Award
Dinner to be held on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 29, 1986 at The New York Hilton
Hotel in New York City.

Mr. Becker earned his civil engineer-
ing degree in 1951 from the Technical
University in Munich. Immediately
thereafter he joined Philipp Holzmann
and held various management positions
on bridges, dams, locks, caissons,
harbors, grain silos, and power stations
under construction by the firm. He
advanced to Director of International
Operations in 1966 and became Member
of the Board of Management in 1973, In
1978 he was named Chief Executive
Officer and was elected a member of the
Advisory Committee for Technically
Related Matters. Under his guidance the
firm now has eight branch offices in
Germany and twenty-three subsidiary
companies, including J. A. Jones con-
struction of Charlotte, North Carolina.

Senator Becker was awarded an Honor-
ary Doctorate from the Technical Uni-
versity for achievement in Civil
Engineering Works, development of
new construction techniques, and ef-
fective encouragement of undergrad-
uates.

He was the subject of a cover story in
Engineering News-Record in 1982; and
has published articles on the Turlough
Hill Hydro-electric Power Station; Ait
Aadel Dam in Morocco; construction of
a new harbor at Richards Bay in South
Africa and construction of Sidi Moham-
ed Ben Aouda Dam in Algeria.

A prominent figure in the engineering
and construction world, we look forward
to his "message to The Moles™ on the
occasion of our Award Dinner.






